THE GREAT TUDORS
were executed as traitors for refusing to take the oath
recognising Henry as " sole protector, only sovereign Lord
. . . of the English Church" while so few others went to the
stake under Henry's sometimes very savage heresy laws.
The explanation lies in the characteristically English reluct-
ance to confer or to incur martyrdom. Distrust of religious
emotionalism is older than the eighteenth century, when the
word " enthusiast" was so effectively used by Anglican
divines to denote their distaste and suspicion of any mani-
festation of personal religious experience. In the early
Church prelates used their influence to cool the ardour of
Roman maidens ambitious for the martyr's crown.
It is not surprising, therefore, that Latimer, typical
Englishman, even to the Christian name with its suggestion
of Norman gentle blood on the distaff side, should have
exerted his influence to dissuade Bilney from paying the
extreme penalty for holding heretical views. It was
Bilney's second incarceration. He had already been
arrested once, and had borne his faggot and spent some
weeks in a condition of utter dejection after an ignominious
recantation. Then, determined for the last time to bear
steadfast witness, he left his weeping friends to go to London,
saying, " I must needs go up to Jerusalem.9*
Latimer was shattered by Bilney's death at the stake.
He preached certain sermons which the authorities could
not ignore, and he had some very active enemies on the
episcopal bench. He spent some weeks in prison.
First he was examined before Bishop Stokesley, and we
have his own account how he detected that a clerk was
hidden in the chimney to take down his words: " c I pray
you, Master Latimer,' said he (Stokesley), e speak out, I am
very thick of hearing.3 I marvelled that I was bidden to
speak out, and began to misdeem, and gave an ear to the
chimney. And there I heard a pen walking in the chimney
behind the cloth. They had appointed one there to write
all my answers, for they made sure work that I should not
start from them. . . . A subtle question, a very subtle
question. . . . But God which alway hath given me the
answer helped me, or else I could never have escaped it; and
delivered me from their hands."
Twice he appeared before Convocation. On the first
occasion he was required to sign fifteen articles to prove his
orthodoxy in such questions as purgatory, masses for the
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